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LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for managing a plurality of attributes in 
association with a plurality of electronic *wnm«its and a plurality of attribute types, 
implemented by a computer system, where an at t ribute type can have a plurality of 
attributes, the attributes and the attribute t vnes are ordered in a tree-structure hierarchy, a 
document can be assigned a plurality o f attribute tvnes at a same and/or different level in 
the hierarchy, a document can be assigned a pl u rality of attributes for one attribute type, 
the documents are stored in a first data st o rage, the attributes are stored in a second data 
storage, and the first data storage and the second data storage are logically separate and 
different, said method comprising the at least one of sequential, non-sequential and 
sequence-independent steps to the computer system of: 

(A) providing a proun of a plurality of doc uments including at least one 

document: 

(Bt p roviding at l e ast one attribute typo, having a plurality of attributoa 
mAlw& ^sfllecting a plurality of attributes at- lea s t ono attributeto be associated with the at 
least one document: and 

(g) providing at least ono document; 

(C) BssoeigSttg for each of the se lected attributes automatically tagging, in the 
first data storage, the documents in the g ronn including the at least one document* with 
fee nt feast one each selected attribute , and determining at leant one reference 
c orra pomti ix fn qf lf>not nnf> *™"™" r and with all attributes of all, ancestors in the 
hierarchy of each selected attribute (D) associating at lcaot one other document with the 
u t l o aot one attribute and determining at boot one other rcforonoc conooponding to the at 
loaat one other document; and (E) storing jn the second data storage, respective 
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references the at least one reference rod the at toast erne other reference in association 
with tho nt innnt one- each selected a ttribute and, the ancestor attributes, for later retrieval 
of least one document and the ot l ea st on e o t her docu me ntindividual documents in 
the group, the respective fgjgig nces uniouelv indicating respective individual documents 

in the first data storage. 

wherein a document is a data reco rd including a nlurality of fields, 

wherein the attribute and the attribute type can he different from the fields in the 

document and contents of the fields. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further oomprismg determining at 
wt ^wherein providing t ^ group, of documents includes selecting the documents 
included in the group of documents responsive to a use r, th o group including the at l e ast 
en c document and the at loaot one other docum e nt , 

3 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of 
organizing the group of documents, wherein the documents are sorted for visual 
presentation e reamsed by at least one of: a t least one field therein, wherein the at leasi 
one field is different from the att r ibute and attribute type uud u l least one attribute n nri-rt 
km* u ac at t ribute pr o vi o m l y associated therewith. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the group of documents omits a lapsed 
document. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of 
assigning the at least one of the documents dee^ment to at least one other group. 

6. (Original) Themetliodofcldm^whereintheatleastonedocumentisatleastone 
of: XML format, binary format, image data, audio data, an interpretive file, and video 
data. 
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7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising searching the 
second data storage for the "t innnt nno dnoumontdocuments based on criteria including at 
least one of the at least ono atfribi itftattejbutes and th e at l e ast on e a corresponding 
attribute «yp> smH using the respective r e f erence s in t he s econd data storapc to locate the 
documents in the first data storage . 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, further comprising ae oesoing 
retrieving t he at least aae rlnnnmw-itlocated documents from the first data storage -from 
the at least one attribute and the at least one reference stored in aooooiation 
thorowith h ased on the re s pective references . 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8, further comprising displaying 
information characterizing the at least on e d€ KWffteBt documents .. 

1 0. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein tfee-at least one ofthe 
attributes a ttribute-is associated with at least one user, the at least one document being 
accessible by a plurality of users including the at least one user, further comprising 
limiting access to the at least one attribute to the at least one user associated therewith. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein die . ut l o aot one attribute 
attributes further can includei nehidea at least one of: a reference to a URL, a reference to 
an other file, and user-provided text. 

1 2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the at4ea$t-©ae document 
and tho nt least one other document arc representative of at least one of doomients 
include : an invention disclosure document, a patent document, a trademark document, a 
copyright document, a product description document, a contract document, a license 
document, a sui generis protection document, a design registration document, a trade 
secret document, and an opinion document. 
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13. (Currently Amended) Hie method of claim 1, further comprising preliminarily 
determining, for the ayeas^e-attribute typetypes, * e plurality of attributes4ae4«di«g 
the at l e ast - one attribute . 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the at4e aot one attribu te 
attributes are selected from a plurality of attribute types representative of at least one of: 
a product and a service. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1 5, wherein the plurality of attribute types further 
includes at least one of: an actor, a user entity, a current owner, and a project 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
r .. rnrtinr ^ tree struj &gg hierarchy, including the at leapt one amibu t e attrjto and the 
plurality of attribute types. 

19. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising utilizing the at 
bast one attob»te-gtgibutgs.as criteria for at least one of searching, retrieving, reporting, 
and viewing the at least one document. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 19, wherein the ut l ea nt on s attribute 
attributes can be utilized in combination with at least one of : (i) the at least one ofthe 
attribute typetypes, 05) at least one sub-type ofthe at least one attribute type, (in) a 
content of at least one field in the at least one document; (iv) a type of at least one field in 
the at least one document; and (vi) information derived from the at least one field in the 
at least one document. 



5 

PAGE 6/23 * RCVD AT 11312007 9:00:45 AM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/16 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:7037079112 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-58 



01/03/2007 08:58 7037079112 



POSZ LAW GROUP 



PAGE 



Serial No. 10/725,531 Attorney Docket No. 1137O8.130US1 

21 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the m l e ant on e referen c e 
eoffespeadergs pective references correspond to the serial **»^nujnj2eri_of the at4e«* 
ftwe. rfocum e nt respecti v e documents . 

22. (Currently amended) A method for managing a plurality of attributes in 
association with a plurality of electronic document s and a plurality of attribute types, 
implemented by a computer system, where an attribute type can have a plurality of 
attributes, the attributes and the attribute types are ordered in atrfte-stnictiirc hierarchy, a 
document can be assigned a plurality of attrib ute types at a same and/or different levelm 
the hierarchy, « document can be assigned a pl urality of attributes for one attribute type, 
the documents *r« stored in a fi r st data storage, the attributes are stored in a secpnd data 
storage, ad the first data storape and the seco nd data °*™tr are locally separate and 
different, said method comprising the at least one of sequential, non-sequential and 
sequence-independent steps in the computer system of: 

(A) providing a sro " P of a plurality of documents including at least one 

document; 

fB) u n hiding at knot one atuibutc typo, having a plurality of attribu t e 

u„ te&ttg at i t^^r-l^ting a plurality of attributes to be associated with the 

at least one document; 

'. £B) providing at - lcaot on e docum e nt; 

(C) aaaewaaag &r, gash nf the select ^ attributes, automatically tagging in the 
first data storage, the documents in the rrnuo including the at least one document, with 
tbe-at Ir^tnneqa ch selected attribute *nd with all attributes of all ancestors jn the 
hi^rar^ y nf each selected attribute: and , and determining at least one rcfrr n n n e 
corresponding to the at least ono document; (E 9 aajocioting at leaat one other 
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Ju tuiu tn t wtth the .1 leas t u iu jUt il 1 fete fmtemg a t toast unc o t hr r fefere aee 

eeges^teg to th. nt 1 - n ^ storingJntbesecrM 

dg^g ^ r , scsBScrise references'*^ * one reference a«d^at*>a^-efe* 
fefefeft^ in association with dioatlcmt ono ra gh selected attribute d the ancestor 
attributes, for later retrieval of a^afl^ ^he u l tea* uiic donnnc ul aird the ot M s* 

1 h n r individual dements in the fgou& the respective references uniquely 

indicating resBgctiye individua l Hnmmcnts in the first, data scrape; and 

(F){ Di wherein the at least one document and the at least one other document are 
representative of at least one of: an invention disclosure document, a patent document, a 
trademark document, a copyright document, a product description document, a contract 
document, a license document, a sui generis protection document, a design registration 
document, a trade secret document, and an opinion document, 

wherein « document i s a data record inH.idin p a plurality of fields, 
wherein the «ttrih"t« «nd th e attribute tvne can he different from the fields in the 
rW.urnent and co ntents of the fields. 

23. (Currently amended) The method of claim 22, f u ill iu uo iiipri fl in C dctcrminin C nt 
w^ wh.rdn Broyjdjn g the grouu of documents includes selecting the documents 
included in the group of documents responsive to a user , d wp u im **** * * 
o m J uL um o pt, wb Lit iii the group n f rtnni m fflU un uU a l upj>"1 dnni m r rt . 

24. (Currently amended) The method of claim 22, further comprising searching the 
gecsnd. data storage for ttei****^^ based on criteria including at 
least one of the efc kaat one altribute aimbuteg and ^^eaB^MQI^SOSmg 
attribute type, and ugmg the respective references in the second da ta gtoja gg to locate the 
^nments in the firs t data storage. 
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25. (Currently amended) The method of claim 22, wherein the at4ee5twfttt)*»te 
Attributes are selected from a plurality of attribute types representative of at least one 
of: a product and a service. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently amended) The method of claim 22, further comprising utilizing the at 
loajt one at trib ut e attributes as criteria for at least one of searching, retrieving, reporting, 
and viewing the at least one document 

28. (Currently amended) The method of claim 27, wherein the a* 4 east one attribute 
^attributes can be u tilized in combination with at leant on e of : (i) the at4east«ne 
attribute tvpetvoes, (ii) at least one sub-type of the at least one attribute type, (iii) a 
content of at least one field in the at least one document; (iv) a type of at least one field in 
the at least one document; and (vi) information derived from the at least one field in the 
at least one document. 

29. (Currently amended) The method of claim 22, wherein the at teas* one reference 
corrcc p on dj res pective references correspond to the serial nura^numbersof the at least 
nn n ■Wiim g nt rp.fl pective documents . 

30. (Currently amended) A computer program product, for use in managing a 
plurality of attributes in association with a plurality of electronic documents anda 
Polity of attribute tvnes, stored in connection, with at least one computer system, 
wWoh an attrib ute tvne can have * Polity of attributes, the attributes and the attribute 
ty pes are ordered m a tree-structure hierarchy, a do cu m en t c an be assigned a plurality of 
nttrihute tvnes «t a same and/or different level in the hierarchy, a document can be 
assigned a plurality of attributes for one attr ibute ty pe, the documents are stored in a firs t 
Ax* storage, the attrihutes are sto ^ in * second data storage, and the first data storage 
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god the second data storage are Inpicallv separate and different, said computer program 
product comprising: 

(A) at least one computer readable medium, readable by the at least one 

computer system; 

(B^ instructions, nrovided on the at least , one computer readable medium, for 
providing a oroun of a plu ralit y of docum ents including at least one document; 

£B)£Q instructions, provided on the at least one computer readable medium, for 
providing at l e ast one attribute type, having a plurality of attiftutoo including at teas* on e 
g t&4bute §eiscting a plurality o f attributes to be associated with the at least one document ; 
and 

£G) H»3tructiono, provided on the ot teas* one computer readable medium, for 

providing at least one document; 

(D) instructions, provided on the at least one computer readable medium, fer 
ft«rfi nf the selected attributes, for aut omatically tagging, in the first data storage, the 
documents in the eroun including f or oonociatinc the at least one document, with fcwt 
w^m ^ach selected a ttribute , and dotormiiung at least on n . iifcim icc oorroGpondinc 
, hr a t feast de ew a ea ^and with all attributes o f all a n ce stors in the hierarchy o f each 
selected attribute ; 01) inatructiong, provided 00 the ot least one computer readable 
medium, for oaoociating at least one other document with th*at leapt one attribu t e n n d 
determining ot leapt one other reference corrcap u udiiig to the at leas t one other doc ument; 
and (Q instruction!], provided on the at least oneoompmor read n blc medium, for storings 
in the second dat a starags, respective references t he at toast one reference and tho at lenst 
one other reference in association with the at leas t oneeach select ed attribut e and th e 
ancestor attributes , for later retrieval of at least one of fee at leant one d o rn me n^asd-fee 

9 

PAGE 10/23 * RCVD AT 1/3/2007 9:00:45 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/16* DNIS:2738300 * CSID:7037079112 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-58 



81/03/2007 08:58 7037079112 



POSZ LAW GROUP 



PAGE 



Serial No. 10/725,531 Attorney Docket Mo. 1 13708.130US1 

,1 1, m.I unr nthr r dn n irnrtitindH^"' -W.ume rrts in the group, the respective references 
■mig nelv indicating res pective individual documents in the first data storage; 

(G)£E) wherein the at least one document and the at least one other document are 
representative of at least one of: an invention disclosure document, a patent document, a 
trademark document, a copyright document, a product description document, a contract 
document, a license document, a sui generis protection document, a design registration 
document, a trade secret document, and an opinion document* 

wherein a document is a data rec ord includinp a plurality of fields. 

wherein the attribute and the attribute tvne can be different from the fi elds in the 
document and contents of the fields. 

31. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 30, fcwthef 
ee mprioing inotructiono, provided on the at least one compute r readable - medium, for 
detefroimftg "* teas * ™^,>wein providing the group of docume nts includes selecting the 
documents included in the group of documents responsive to a user, the group including 
tbe-a^ast-enc document, wherein the group of documents omits a lapsed document. 

32. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 30, further 
comprising instructions, provided on the at least one computer readable medium, for 
searching 

the second data storage, for t ho at lco:.t one docuni o n t documents based on criteria 
including at least one of the at- tcaat one attribut eattributeg and the at least ono -a 
corresponding attribute «yp*, using the respective references in the second data storage to 
locate the documents in the first data storage. 
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33. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the at 
least nrm nftrihiite ic- attributes are selected from a plurality of attribute types 
representative of at least one of: a product and a service. 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 30, further 
comprising instructions, provided on the at least one computer readable medium, for 
utilizing the at least on o attribute atjributgs as criteria for at least one of searching, 
retrieving, reporting, and viewing the at least one document. 

36. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 35, wherein the at 
i nnnt nrif nttrihute ir attributes can be utilized in combination with- at least ono of : (i) the at 
least one of the attribute tvp etvpes. (ii) at least one sub-type of the at least one attribute 
type, (iii) a content of at least one field in the at least one document; (iv) a type of at least 
one field in the at least one document; and (vi) information derived from the at least one 
field in the at least one document. 

37. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 30, wherein the at 
)r . rtm »flP rfiforrmnn onrronponda r espective references correspond to the serial number 
numbers of the nt lnnnt one dncumen t respective documents . 

38. (Currently amended) A system, implemented on at least one computer, for 
managing a plurality of attributes in association with a plurality of electronic documents 
anH a plurality of attribute types, where an attrib ute type can have a plurality of attributes, 
the attributes amd the attribute types are ordered in a tre e-structure hierarchy, a document 
(-.an he assigned a plurality of attribute types at a same and/or differen t level in the 
hierarchy, a document can be assigned a pl u rality of attributes for one attribute type, the 
documents are stored in a first data storage, the attri butes are stored in a second data 
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storage, and the first data storage ?nd the seco nd data s to rage are logically separate and 

different, said system comprising: 

(A) means, in the at laast one com puter, for providing a group of a pluralitypf 

documents including at laa^t, one document; 

fB> m eans, in the at least one computer, for providing at least ono attribute 
t ype, having a plurality of attributes inoluding n t t ea s* n no a ag ft^g eigctm g a plurality of 
attributes to be associated with the at least one document: and 

manna, in the at loaot one computer, for providing ot least ono dooumem; 

(C) means, in the at least one computer, for each of the selected attcibutes^for 
aseeefe ^automatigalla; taggi ng- in the first data storage, the document jn the group 
including t he at least one document, with tho at least one - each selected attributejndwith 
all attributes pfaU ancestors in the hierarchy o f ea c h s el ected attri bute ond determining 

at l e ant one roforeno? co rresponding to the a t kaU ui ui d ee N <P) m rn n t, in t h e nt 

luafit one oomputcr, for aoaociating at loaot ono other document with the ot teas* on o 
attribute and determining at loaot ono other refe r ence corresponding to the at leant one 
ether document; and (E) monno, in the at loaot one computer, fof -storing jn the second 
data 't^f,*, res pective references the at leapt one rcftronoc and th e- at leant one other 
fefefenee-in association with the ft least one each selected a ttribute and the ancestor 
attributes , for later retrieval of at least on e of tho at least e nc document and the at l e a st 
i nr . t h n . deewne^ indiyjduaj documents in the crrouo. the respective references uniquely 
inHicatin p respective individual documents in the first data storage; 

(F)(D1 wherein the at least one document and the at least one other document are 
representative of at least one of: an invention disclosure document, a patent document, a 
trademark document., a copyright document, a product description document, a contract 
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document, a license document, a sui generis protection document, a design registration 
document, a trade secret document, and an opinion document^ 

wherein a document is a data record includin g a plurality of fields, 

wherein the attribute and the attribute type can be different from the fields in the 
document and contents of the fields . 

39. (Currently amended) The system of claim 38, farther comprioing means, in th e at 
Wt mm mmpntpy ■ for dot o rm ining- w herem the m eans for providing the group of 
documents includes selecting the documents i n cluded in the at leapt on e- g roup of 
documents responsive to a use r, the group including the at toast one document, wherein 
the group of docum e nts omita a lapsed document . 

40. (Currently amended) The system of claim 38, further compri sing means, in the at 
least one computer, for searching the second d ata storage for the at least on e 
document documents based on criteria including at least one of the at least on e 
g^to teattributes and tho nt lennt one a corresponding attribute type, and using the 
respective references in the second data storage to loca te the documents in the first data 
storage , 

41. (Currently amended) The system of claim 38, wherein the at least one attribut e is 
attributes are selected from a plurality of attribute types representative of at least one of: a 
product and a service. 

42. (Canceled) 

43 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 3 8, further comprising utilizing the at 
teaafrono attributeattributes as criteria for at least one of searching, retrieving, reporting, 
and viewing the at least one document. 
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44. (Currently amended) The me&e ^svstero of claim 43 ? wherein the at teas* one 
attribute i sattributes are utilized in combination with at least one o f: (i) the at loaot one 
attribute tvp etypes, (ii) at least one sub-type of the at least one attribute type, (in) a 
content of at least one field in the at least one document; (iv) a type of at least one field in 
the at least one document; and (vi) information derived from the at least one field in the 
at least one document. 

45 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 38, wherein the at l o a o t on e referern se 
oorresponds respective references correspond to the serial ftambe^numberspf the at least 
nno doGum e n t respective documents . 
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